all that had happened. Now as they talked
this over, Jesus himself came up and walked
by their side; but something prevented them
from recognising him. He said to them, "What
matters are you discussing as you walk along?”
They stopped short, their faces downcast

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered
him, ‘You must be the only person staying in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have been happening there these last few days.’
‘What things?" he asked. "All about Jesus of
Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a
great prophet by the things he said and did in
the sight of God and of the whole people; and
how our chicf priests and our leaders handed
him over to be sentenced to death, and had
him crucified. Our own hope had been that he
would be the one to set Israel free. And this is
not all: two whole days have gone by since it
all happened; and some women from our group
have astounded us: they went to the tomb in the
carly morning, and when they did not find the
body, they came back to tell us they had seen
a vision of angels who declared he was alive.
Some of our [riends went to the tomb and found
cverything exactly as the women had reported,
but of him they saw nothing.’

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow
to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it
not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so
enter into his glory?” Then, starting with Moses
and going through all the prophets, he explained
to them the passages throughout the scriptures
that were about himself,

When they drew near to the village to which
they were going, he made as if to go on; but
they pressed him to stay with them, ‘It is nearly
evening' they said ‘and the day is almost over.’
So he went in to stay with them. Now while he
was with them at the table, he took the bread and
said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it
to them. And their eyes were opened and they
recognised him; but he had vanished from their
sight. Then they said to cach other, 'Did not our
hearts bum within us as he talked o us on the
road and explained the scriptures to us?”

They set out that instant and returned to
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled
together with their companions, who said to
them, "Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has
appeared to Simon." Then they told their story
of what had happened on the road and how they
had recognised him at the breaking of bread.

8  The Gospel of the Lord.

Reflecti
G on the
EMMAUS IS OUR STORY

A feature of the resurrection stories in the Gospels
is the way in which the risen Lord appears to
people exactly as they are: to the disciples in
their fear, to Mary Magdalene in her sorrow, to
Thomas in his doubting. The encounter told in
today’s Gospel is no exception. Jesus appears to
two disciples in their bitter disillusionment and
loss of hape.
By not revealing himself to them immediately but
simply accompanying them as a fellow traveller,
the Lord respects their experience, letting them
tell their story to the end. Only then does he
pick it up and weave it into his own instruction.
He shows them how the recent events in
Jerusalem had followed the path indicated for
the Messiah in the Scriptures, rather than that of
Isracl’s political liberation that had been central
to their own messianic hope.
Captivated by this companion, the disciples
constrain him to be their guest. But once indoors,
a reversal takes place: they, who had offered
hospitality to him, find themselves guests at a
table he provides. The Eucharistic gestures at
the breaking of the bread reveal him at last as
risen Lord.
Instantly, he vanishes from their sight, and they
hurry back to Jerusalem to share with the other
disciples their experience of the risen Lord.
This wonderful story perfectly models  the
life of the Church. Fortified by the Spirit, the
Church continues through Word and Sacrament
the mission of the Lord. It walks alongside
disillusioned, hurt humanity, expounding the
Scriptures, and in the Eucharist provides the
hospitality of God.

Brendan Byrne, SJ
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FIRST READING Acts 2:14, 22-33
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
It was impossible for him to be held by the power of Hades.
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the
Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice:
‘Men of Israel, listen to what I am going to say:
Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to
you by God by the miracles and portents and
signs that God worked through him when he was
among you, as you all know. This man, who was
put into your power by the deliberate intention
and foreknowledge of God, you took and had
crucified by men outside the Law. You killed him,
but God raised him to life, freeing him from the
pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for him to
be held in its power since, as David says of him:
I saw the Lord before me always, / for with him
at my right hand nothing can shake me. / So my
heart was glad / and my tongue cried out with
joy: / my body, too, will rest in the hope / that
you will not abandon my soul to Hades / nor
allow your holy one to experience corruption. /
You have made known the way of life to me, / you
will fill me with gladness through your presence.
‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch
David himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still
with us. But since he was a prophet, and knew that
God had sworn him an oath to make one of his
descendants succeed him on the throne, what he
foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of
the Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned
to Hades, and whose body did not experience
corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and
all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the
heights by God's right hand, he has received from
the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised,
and what you sce and hear is the outpouring of
that Spirit.”
The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 15:1-2,5, 7-11.R.v. 11
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
{or Allcluial)

1. Preserve me, God, 1 take refuge in vou. / [ say
to the Lord: *You are my God."/ O Lord, it is vou
who are my portion and cup; / it is you vourself
who are my prize. R,
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2. 1 will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, /
who even at night directs my heart. / I keep the
Lord ever in my sight: / since he is at my right
hand, I shall stand firm. R.

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; /
even my body shall rest in safety. / For you will
not leave my soul among the dead, / nor let your
beloved know decay. R.

4. You will show me the path of life, / the fullness
of joy in your presence, / at your right hand
happiness for ever. R.

SECOND READING 1 Pet 1:17-21
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

The ransom that was paid to free you was the blood of the
Lamb, Jesus Christ.

If you are acknowledging as your Father onc who
has no favourites and judges everyone according
to what he has done, you must be scrupulously
careful as long as you are living away from your
home. Remember, the ransom that was paid
to free you from the useless way of life your
ancestors handed down was not paid in anything
corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the
precious blood of a lamb without spot or stain,
namely Christ; who, though known since before
the world was made, has been revealed only in
our time, the end of the ages, for your sake.
Through him you now have faith in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory for
that very reason ~ so that you would have faith
and hope in God.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Lk 24:32
Alleluia, alleluial / Lord Jesus, make your
word plain to us: / make our hearts burn
with love when you speak. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24:13-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

They recognised him at the breaking of the bread.

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way
to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from
Jerusalem, and they were talking together about
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Third Sunday of Easter - 26t April 2020

Our Deceased: Geoff Clarke, Young Hwan Ho, Yong Min Ho, Young Seok Seo,

Soo Woog Jin, Maria Hur, Felix Beins, Cecile Beins, Jan Brayan, Mary Duck,

Ces Regan, Roy & Bessie Landon and deceased members of Landon, Pigott,

Stewart families, John & Bonnie Bowdern, Leslie & lIsobel Johnson; Ces

Allman & Pamela Croaker; Paul Phelan; Tony & Rose Isaac, Mehsen Mouijalli.

Our Sick: Robert Lauw, Tenille Moujalli, June Phelan and Anne Mcintyre,

Adhy Guna S., Daisy & Nur Gouw and Henry Rheinberger

Upcoming Feast Day: Sts Philip and James, apostles, 3™ of May

Parish News:

e As we honour our past heroes, the ANZACs, we also honour our new heroes, the
healthcare workers, for their sacrifices during this coronavirus pandemic.

e The Heartbeat Easter to Pentecost Series are now available. We invite all the prayer
groups who participated in our Lenten Program to continue with the Easter to
Pentecost series. To get a copy, please email: parish@stkevinseastwood.org.au

e Lijturgy Brisbane has kindly shared to our parish the weekly Sunday readings with
associated commentaries & prayer designed for families to reflect at home. Visit:
www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/.

e Thank you to those who have sent their family e
photos to be displayed in the Church pews for Fr
Martin. In this small way, we will be with him as
he prays for us all. It’s not too late! Send your
photos to: parish@stkevinseastwood.org.au

e The parish office can be reached by email:
parish@stkevinseastwood.org.au. For urgent
matters such as booking Funerals, First Rite of
Reconciliation, etc. please contact Fr Martin at 0414 841 928. For physical
letters/documents please send them to: PO BOX 234, Eastwood NSW 2122.

e Thank you to all the parishioners who are still able to support the parish financially. To
donate, visit: https://www.stkevinseastwood.org.au/ and click on the SUPPORT US
button. For Biller Code, choose from: Planned Giving/Envelopes (your Planned Giving
Number is your Envelope Number); 2nd Collection/General Donation or 1st Collection.

Prayer

CatholicCare Volunteer Program: The Archdiocese of Sydney is working alongside its social
welfare agency CatholicCare to roll out a volunteer program to help the needy access meals
& other necessities during this difficult time. For info E: laura.rahill@sydneycatholic.org.

Join the world-wide virtual PENTECOST PILGRIMAGE featuring internationally acclaimed
Catholic speakers. Apr 26-May 31. Register FREE: https.//www.pentecostpilgrimage.com.

Third Sunday of Easter, Luke 24: 13-35 (Gospel commentary provided by Liturgy
Brisbane (www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/)
The beauty of the Emmaus story is that it engages us in all our humanity. It is so
wonderfully told that we are drawn deeply into the experience of the two disciples.
We join them on their journey, a physical journey that becomes a journey of heart
and mind and soul. We share their despondency, we feel the rekindling of their
hope, we identify with their generous hospitality to the stranger, we are astonished
by what is revealed to them, and we are filled with their exuberant joy.

Every time we hear this story we are summoned out of darkness into light, out of
grief into gladness. We are invited into a world of generous hospitality — not the
world of our limited efforts to welcome others but the world of unbounded divine
hospitality to us. Whenever we hear this story our eyes are opened to recognise that
what happened at Emmaus is what happens when we meet for eucharist: we gather,
listen to the word of God, sup at the Lord’s table, and go forth. This is the dynamic
movement hidden in the static names for the parts of the Mass: Introductory rites,
Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, Concluding rites. Would that we
recognised the risen Lord in our breaking of bread and were impelled forth with the
burning desire to share the good news with the world!

An ANZAC reflection 2020!
| think that it’s a fair comment to make that within Australia there are 3 national holy days
they include Australia Day, ANZAC day and Melbourne Cup day! Each of these days are
celebrated in their own particular way.
Historically it is of value to remember that it was on November 14, 1914 no less than 38
transport ships departed from Albany harbor WA full of young, vital Australian and New
Zealand soldiers. These ships were bound to England via Egypt and Turkey. It was on April
25, 1915 now a 105 years ago that many of these soldiers landed on the hostile shores of
Gallipoli, Turkey. The loss of life on the Gallipoli campaign was horrific there were 8,709
deaths and then many soldiers suffered horrendous injuries. It was here that the ANZAC
tradition started and has since become a title of honor.
ANZAC day 2020 especially in Australia and New Zealand will be unlike any other as there
will be no parades or even social gatherings due to strict physical distancing restrictions.
Yet it is still possible to connect with people socially especially by telephone and by
electronic means as best as we can. We pray for the repose of those who have served and
died before us with admiration and gratitude as well as for the gift of peace throughout the
world. And this year we especially pray for an answer to our current world health crisis.
Lest we forget! Fr Martin R Maunsell




